
STATE OF UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES & ENERGY

Oil, Gos & Mining

4241 Stote Office Building ' Solt Loke Citv, UT 84114'801-533-5771

TO: D4r. Steve Mcltreal, Bureau of Water Polltuion Control and Files

IT,IEMORANDUM
**********

FROM:

SURTEf,T:

DATts:

sally Kefer, Reclamation Hydrologist JIP-

Atlas l4inerals' Point Source Discharge Points
Probe I,tine--ACT/015/01r
Srrow Mine--AgI/015 /013
Pandora I'{ine--ACT/O37 / oL2
Catlihan & Sage t'lines-ACT/O37 /O2,3
Velvet Mine--ACT/O37 / UO b,.'
January 20, L982

On December I7, 1981, l4r. Nick Trorres, an engineer for Atlas Minerals'
accorqnniecl Vickie Ketvirtis and SalJ-y Kefer on an inslrction of the Pandora,
Calliham-Sage, Velvet, Snow and Probe uranium mines in San Juan County, Utah.

Ore purpose of tlre inspection was to evaluate the recently renovated new

and used. oil storage areaJat these sites. Previously, t.hte used oil extracted
from equipment, and waste water produced on ttre maintenance and wastr;nds was

dumped-down a spout hfrich discharged directly through a pipe to intermittent
dra-inages in thL environment. There were four of ttrese maintenance and wash

pds inspected. There nay, in fact, be otfiers at ottrer Atlas mine locations.
Wttife the used oil is nog stored in large tariks on-site, the wash water whictt
allegedly contains solvents and oils fron the equipment surfaces is stil1
discharged directly into t}e environment.

One of the maintenance men at the #6 maintenance facility stated that tlte
steam cleaning process produced 3.75 gpn over the course of a few hor:rs of use

each day. potentially, there is up to 50O gallons of wash water disdnarged
per day from any one wash 1nd facility-

I notified l"tr.. Torres of Atlas Minerals' reslrcnsibility i-n compliance vrith
the State of l;tah's Water Pollution Control Act and ttre requirements of the
5pDES permit system. At this time, tlaere are no data available on the quality
of the wash water effluent to determine whether sucl- flows will meet State
effluent limitations.
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